
 

 

 

 

 

A NEW ERA: MKPS HAS A HOME! 

 

 

 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Greetings! And welcome to another Mineral King season!  While preparing to write this message, I took some 

time and read through the messages I have written over the years.  I would like to share some excerpts from past 

messages with you, bring you up to date, and share some MKPS vision with you. 

 

Below is an excerpt from the 2004 message following the listing of the Mineral King Road Cultural Landscape 

District on the National Register of Historic Places in late winter 2003. 

 

The last 15 plus years have been spent with our primary focus becoming listed in the National 

Register of Historic places.  Now that it has become a reality, we have been able to take a deep 

breath, lift our heads, have a look around, and say “What now?”  Our world just got bigger.  We 

have new projects and more opportunities and responsibilities.  We are now planning for the long-

term management of the preservation and maintenance of cabin and historic sites.  One of the most 

significant new projects is the Volunteers-in-the Park (VIP) program.  The community is working 

with the Park Service by providing clean up and maintenance of historic sites, assisting at the 

ranger station, and being involved with interpretive programs.  It sounds like a big job, and it is.  It 

needs volunteers, lots of them.  Don’t be shy. 
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Below is an excerpt from the 2007 message. 

 

The MKPS Board has been discussing the idea of establishing a more permanent location for the 

display of artifacts.  Eventually, we would like to have a permanent display in the Three Rivers 

area, along with a larger display area in Mineral King.  It is in the discussion stage at this time, but 

hopefully we can have this in place within a couple of years (Mountain progress – a much slower 

pace than real life). 

 

Although progress has been slow (it is a Mineral King way of life), we have made headway moving forward.  

MKPS, MKDA, and NPS staff have been meeting monthly for several years now and have worked together on 

the Cabin Standards, maintenance forms, security issues, interpretive programs, and MKRCLD management 

concerns.  These meetings have helped to develop a partnering relationship with the Park Service. 

 

In regard to having a local permanent display for Mineral King Artifacts, I wrote last year that the Mineral King 

Room addition to the Three Rivers Historical Society Museum was on the drawing board.  Since then, building 

permits were obtained in late 2015, construction started in early 2016, and the Mineral King Room should be 

opening very soon.  If you are passing through Three Rivers in the daytime, please stop by the museum for a visit 

(the museum is on the south side of Highway 198, across the road from Reimer’s and a little to the west.  I know 

you know where Reimer’s is).  The board is very excited to finally have a place to call home for the many Mineral 

King artifacts which have been stored at various locations over the years (and not all in one place at the same 

time).  It has taken a lot of effort to come this far with the project and thank you to all who have helped to make it 

a reality.  I also thank the generous donors who have financially supported this project; it could not have 

happened without you. 

 

Although the Mineral King Room at the Three Rivers Museum is in partnership with the Three Rivers Historical 

Society, it will be operated by the Mineral King Preservation Society and it will take continued effort and 

financial support.  Aside from operational expenses, there is a mountain of cataloging of artifacts that needs to 

done, photographs to scan, and displays to plan, set up, and rotate periodically.  If you have any interest in the 

history of Mineral King, or preserving Mineral King for your children and future generations, your help will be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at Picnic in the Park and wish you a wonderful Mineral King summer! 

 

Stuart Hendricks      

MKPS President 
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A ROOM FOR DISPLAYS 

 
Almost completed, the Mineral King Room at the 

Three Rivers Museum will hold displays of Mineral 

King’s history, donated and loaned artifacts, videos 

of the valley’s past events and people, and a 

research library. Expected opening: late summer. 

 

 

A ROOM FOR WORK AND STORAGE 

 
 

Also at the Three Rivers Museum, the 40-foot 

insulated, climate-controlled work and storage unit 

now holds the MKPS files and artifacts. There is 

room for many more donations of artifacts, written 

histories, oral histories and photographs. All will be 

catalogued, paper materials scanned and stored, and 

artifacts used in revolving displays in the Mineral 

King Room. Large outdoor artifacts sit under a high 

canopy outside the unit.  

 

Your donations of articles, historic papers and 

photographs, donated time for filing, sorting, 

restoring artifacts, and funding for scanning and 

cataloguing, will be the key to preserving and 

spreading the unique and important story of 

Mineral King. 

MKPS ACTIVITIES 

 
WORKING WITH THE PARK 
Our MKPS-MKDA monthly meetings with 

administrators of the Park  continue to be highly 

productive. Information, discussions, ideas, 

modifications to documents relating to the 

community, upcoming activities, solutions to 

problems, all take place. The dialogue has helped 

resolve many issues and set cooperative mutual 

goals.  

 

PRESERVATION GUIDELINES: 

Guidelines for Sustaining the Historic Character of 

the Mineral King Road Cultural Landscape  

should be referred to in order to make certain any 

work is in conformance with the Historic Landscape 

guidelines. For a copy of the Guidelines, questions 

regarding them, or project forms contact Denise 

Robertson, (559) 565-310, or John Crowe (559) 

734-0747  

 

THE HONEYMOON CABIN  

Michael Botkin, Cathy and Tom Lean opened the 

Honeymoon Cabin over the Memorial Day weekend, 

grubbing out, dismantling torn and worn curtains, 

and generally cleaning and repairing. This mini-

museum of the mining and Mineral King Resort 

days is visited by people from around the world 

every year. It is an important part of our MKPS 

offerings to the public. 

 

COORDINATION WITH THREE RIVERS 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

A whole new set of opportunities and 

responsibilities comes with the addition of the 

Mineral King Room to the Three Rivers Museum. 

The entire museum is generally open 7 days a week, 

serving also as a Chamber of Commerce Visitor 

Center. Volunteer docents handle it all, serving in 3 

to 4 hour segments on days they choose. Each one is 

trained in the simple aspects of the job. These 

volunteers will also act as docents for the Mineral 

King room. It is important that MKPS furnish 

some of the people who participate. You don’t have 

to live in Three Rivers to be a part time docent. It is 

truly a fun opportunity to meet so many people 

heading to Sequoia National Park—and Mineral 

King—from all over the world. 

 

MKPS PROJECTS 

Our main projects this year are focused around set- 

up of the Mineral King room and organization of our 

collected files. Some of our immediate general needs 



   
to get the room open and operating for public use by 

the end of summer include the following: 

Restoration and lighting of donated display cases; 

Acquisition of more cases, screens, easels, book 

cases, chairs, table, video monitor, computer, 

printer/scanner, wall mountings and frames. If you 

can help fulfill these needs with either monetary or 

donated items, contact Louise Jackson (559)561-

3367 or Stuart Hendricks (559) 623-3376. 

 

 
 

31st ANNUAL PICNIC IN THE PARK 

 
SELDOM SHARED STORIES OF 
MINERAL KING’S PAST  
 

DATE: Saturday, July 16, 2016 

TIME:  12:00 Noon 

PLACE: The Peterson/Davis cabin #16, East MK, 

at the north end of  “Pogue Road” near the Eagle 

trailhead parking lot. 

BRING: A picnic lunch, folding chair or blanket. 

 

 

 
 

Meet some of this year’s Sequoia National Park members of 

our Mineral King community. 

Listen to stories from our Mineral King files  

that people have written down through the years.  

Hear about historic events and of what life was 

like in the “good old days” as read or told by 

members of our community today.     

 

 

 
 

 

ANNUAL CONCERT IN THE PARK AND 

HOEDOWN  

 

 
Silver City residents Esther Zurcher and Keith Hanm 

play for the MKPS Hoedown each year. 

 

DATE: Saturday, August 27, 5:00-7:30 pm 

PLACE: the old dance floor in east Mineral King 

above the Eagle-Mosquito parking lot.  
 

Enjoy an early evening under the stars listening to 

beautiful music, perhaps join in a dance or two, and 

partake of a light meal from 3-Rivers Subs and 

Salads. Open to all comers. Bring a chair for 

comfortable listening as well as your dancing boots. 

 

Keith Hamm, Esther Zurcher, and Jim Ingram will 

provide their very special music again. To date, a 

square dance caller has not been found, so if you can 

and would like to call a dance or two, e-mail 

preservation@mineralking.org or call Louise 

Jackson (559) 561-3367 for particulars or to help.  
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VOLUNTEER IN THE PARK ACTIVITIES 
 

THE ALLES CABIN 
The Park’s interpretive team has less people to 

handle it this year, and is hopeful that our 

community will be able to fill in some of the gaps. 

Docenting the Alles Cabin at Atwell Mill on Sundays 

and holidays has been a traditional project of MKPS. 

The Park’s cleanup and opening of the cabin 

depends on having volunteers sign up for specific 

docenting dates. It is a pleasant duty with people 

stopping on the road to see the historic site. To sign 

up for a specific day, call the Mineral King Ranger 

Station at 559-565-3768 or e-mail Louise Jackson at 

mtnlou@earthlink.net 

 

 

 
 

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS 
The Mineral King interpretive program has been in 

flux during this early 2016 season, but some 

excellent campfire programs have drawn good 

crowds. There are several openings for community 

members to contribute. Community programs 

scheduled to date include: Mary Dungan Megali a 

flower walk July 14; and Life in MK campfire 

program July 23; Jim Wells campfire program on the 

Building of Kaweah Han, July 16; and John Uhlir of 

Silver City a hike up Paradise Trail some  

time in August, as well as help with other programs. 

The Park has specifically asked for Return of the 

Old Miners program, and encourages other living 

history character portrayals.  

 

The Sequoia National Park Interpretive Park Team 

conferring in Mineral King, left to right: Brian Powers, 

Emily Zivot, Colleen Bathe, Matt Fagan. 
 

If you would like to contribute a special Mineral 

King campfire story or walk for the public, please 

contact Louise Jackson mtnlou@earthlink.net or the 

Mineral King Ranger Station 559-565-3768. 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE: ALL 2016 DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE. unless you are a Life Member. MKPS offers two types of Life Memberships – 

Individual at $250 and Couple at $400. If you would like to be a Life Member, please indicate your preference on the enclosed 

Membership Form. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DECUCTABLE UNDER 501(c)(3) IRS ID#77017430 

 

MEMBERSHIPS AND DONATIONS ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF OUR PRESERVATION EFFORTS 
           

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Adams, Linda 

Aldine, Charles R. 

Alltucker, Marilyn Pinkham 
Andresen, Robert & Elizabeth 

Barboni, Richard 

Barboni, Richard C., DDS 
Bennett, Thiry Gail 

Bree, Donn, PhD 

Burdiic, John & Elaine McCain 
Britten, Sophronia 

Cairns, Aubrey 
Cairns, David & Carol 

Conrad, Kristy 

Cosart, Pam Young 
Curry, Donald 

Curtis, John & Linda 

Davis, Jeff  & Sally 
Deitz, Steve 

Devol, Nicole 

Devol, Randy 
Devol, Sharon M. 

 

DiSilvestro, Brian 

DiSilvestro, Laurel 

Dobson, Edward Brown 
Dungan, Vincent & Toni 

Edgerton, Bradford & Louise 

Gravelle, Gordon & Molly 
Gregg, Mignon 

Hack, Shery  

Hamilton, Maureen Griggs  
Hansen, William R. 

Hastrup, Louise 
Hath, Kathy Tavares 

Harthorn, Roy   

Hicks, Bob 
Jackson, Bruce  

Jacobsen, Richard & Patricia 

Kelly, Bradford 
Koch, Jean  

Kuhn, Janet L. 

Lean, Cathy Hansen 
Ledford, Joy 

 

Luxenberg, Diana 

Martin, Helen L. 

Martin, William A.   
Maze, Bill & Becky 

Newman, Betty and Robert 

O’Neill, James and Louise 
Peterson, Bruton 

Peterson, Jay and Betsy  

Pinkham, Charles & Lindsay  
Pinkham, Donald R. & Helen  

Runciman, Jere Jr 
Runciman, Jon 

Sorenson. Louise B  

Sauve, Julie Chandler  
Shephard, Sonia Gay 

Stansfield, Jeff & Tracy 

Steiny, J.O 
Tavares, Trevo 

Weldon, Marilyn    

Whitendale, Marjorie 
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THE HISTORY CORNER 

 

ROSE MULLENIX AND THE BLISTER RUST BOYS 

As told by John Kirkpatrick (condensed) 

 

When I graduated from high school in 1948 a friend of mine had gone to work for the National Park Service in 

Sequoia National Park, working in the Blister Rust Control Project at Marble Fork Blister Rust Camp. He sent me 

a postcard and suggested I might like to have a job up there too. I had to be 18 years old, and I wasn’t yet 18. But 

he said, “They really are trying to fill up the crew here. Come on up and we’ll see what happens.” 

 

So I drove up to Ash Mountain and talked to the Park Forester. His name was Carlock “Corky” Johnson. He 

wanted to know when I would turn 18 and I said, “I turn 18 before October.” And he said “Oh, that’s close 

enough.” 

 

So I went to work that summer on the Blister Rust crew. It was really a great experience for a young kid right out 

of high school. The work was grubbing out gooseberries and currents, because the gooseberries and currents were 

thought to be a vector of white pine blister rust. We were also trained to fight fires, and occasionally there was a 

need for some strong backs in connection with rescue or stranded or injured Park visitors.  

 

The following summer, when I went back again for my second year, the [camp] Superintendent chose me to be 

one of the truck drivers. So I got paid an extra 5 cents an hour for being a truck driver and crew leader. The nice 

thing was, that being the truck driver, I got paid as soon as we left the camp until we returned, so I always got an 

extra hour a day at least for driving the truck; whereas, the rest of the crew didn’t really get paid until they got off 

the truck at the worksite. 

 
Sometime during that summer of 1949, the camp clerk Jim Copeland got a call from Ash Mountain that there was 

a need for a crew of men to go assist in bringing the lookout, who had taken ill, out from the Cahoon Rock 

Lookout Station above Hockett Meadow. I was one of the volunteers and also the truck driver that drove the truck 

from Marble Fork to Silver City that day. There were two other Park employees and a doctor. The two rangers 

brought along with them a surplus army mule and a Stokes basket, a device with four handles and a wire basket 

that you can put a person in. The mule carried the Stokes Basket and we walked in.  

 

It was well after dark when we arrived at Hockett Meadow. The doctor and the two rangers went up to Cahoon 

Lookout. The doctor examined Rose and determined that she had a ruptured appendix or a malady similar to a 

ruptured appendix and that she was capable of being transported.  

 

The doctor stayed up there and the rangers came down to get us grunts so we could take the Stokes Basket up to 

the base of the lookout and carry her down the steps, all by hand and on foot, and place Rose in the basket. Then 

six of us at a time carried the Stokes Basket. We spelled each other by rotating three people on each side. There 

was a handle in the center and two on each end. There were six positions for people carrying the basket. The mule 

simply followed behind.  

 

Rose was really a delightful lady. She told us stories all the way. She was in pain, but she was so appreciative and 

apologetic about our having to come in and do this. She had a good sense of humor and she had a million stories 

about past superintendents and others that she had known and worked for and with for a large number of years. 

 

Her sister Grace Alles spent her summers in the Alles cabin on the right hand side of the road. There’s a line of 

sight between the window of the Alles cabin and Cahoon Lookout, so she and Rose would communicate with 

each other every night with their flashlights using Morse code. When Rose became ill, she of course had a 

telephone and called in [to the Park] and said she was having these problems. But she also kept her sister Grace 

up as to what was happening by Morse code on their flashlight telegraph.  

 

We got Rose out to the road and they took her out in an ambulance and the proprietors of the Silver City hotel 

treated us all to a really nice dinner. We were really ravenously hungry. That was one of the highlights of the 

summer.  

 

 
 



   

 

Mineral King Preservation Society Memorials  
1989 - 2016  

 
Ann C. Aldine 
Grace Alles 
John & Grace Alltucker 
Eunice Archer 
Hope Houser Asay 
Lyal Asay, M.D. 
Elizabeth Hart Avery  
Leslie Avery 
Frank and Dottie Barboni  
Gerelyn óGerryô Barboni  
Bob & Muriel Barton  
James & Susan Barton 
Jason & Mary Barton 
Beulah Beam 
Richard Becker 
Howard & Marvel Benedict  
Attilio Bissiri  
Lucille Danks Bissiri  
Blackjack & Happy 
Eugene Boswell 
Joan Boswell 
Virginia May Botkin  
William C. "Billy" Botkin  
John Hyler Bree 
Leona W. Bree 
Peter Booth Breeze 
Richard Breeze 
John Britten Sr.  
Henry Brown  
Oscar G. & Dorothy T. Brundage 
Ray & Gem Buckman 
Lyn B. Bungay 
Richard Bungay 
Robert & Helene Bungay 
Jeanne Struve Chandler 
Wilber F. (Bill) Chandler  
Addison W. Clark 
Phil Clawson 
George & Bea Cochrun 
Duane B. Cosart 
Florence Montgomery Coughran 
Tom and Wanda Crow 
Tom B. Coughran 
John Crowley, Sr. 
Alta S. Davis 
Irwin P. Davis  
Ken Devol 
Evander (Van) & Mary Edith Dixon  
Ann Dula 
John Anthony Dungan  
Dr. & Mrs. Vincent M. D ungan 
Jack & Bessie Dungan 
Frederich Emiston  
Legrand & Norma Ellis  
Alan Douglas Ewen 
Edgar Foreman 
Thomas and Mary Farley Fowler 
Carol Freeman 
Winifred German  

W.B. Given 
Retha Gilmour  
Robert & Mary Godsey 
Eugene & Mable Green 
Gerald Gregg 
Al & Margaret Griggs 
William (Bill) Hamilton  
Jack & Barbara Buckman Hansen 
Cal Hansen 
Ben Harris  
Edwin & Belle Hart  
Edwin F. & Ellen Hart  
Homer & Beulah Hart  
Hugh & Jessie Hart 
Forest Heckman 
Ralph Heckman 
Al & Alma Hemsath 
Bill & Golda Hengst 
Willma Dinkins Hengst  
Ed & Fanny Hester 
Wayne & Hellen Holt  
Kenneth Wayne Holt  
Verle & Nyelene Hoover 
Nettie Howard  
Ted Huffaker  
Cindy Willard Humburger  
Elizabeth Ingram  
Edna K. Jordan 
Lester O & Marguerite K. Jordan 
Martha Pogue Kelly 
Richard Koch 
Richard Koontz 
Thomas La Munyon 
Elizabeth (Betty) Voelz Lavers 
Wesley G. & Louise Leighton 
Ord & Irma Loverin  
Shorty Lovelace 
Betty Boone Lowson 
Mac Lowson 
Tom Lutrel  
Leland K. Martin  
Martha & Arthur R. Martin Sr.  
Darrell Matoon  
Betty McLain  
Bob McLain 
Roy & Grace McLain 
Raymond T. Merrow 
Alvin & Emma Meyer  
Robert H. Meyer 
Tom & Helen Mixter  
Robert B & Nora Pogue Montgomery 
Robert & Phyllis Montgomery, Jr.  
Jack Moore 
Helen Louise Mueller  
Charlene Nielsen 
Thadeus Daniel Off 
James L. Parks 
Suzanne K. Parks 
Carl & Mabel Pennebaker 

Charlie Penwell 
Virginia Ann Peters  
Dr. Edward F. "Jock" Peterson 
Ora Kay Peterson 
Elizabeth Dixon Pierson 
Serena Pike 
Eben Pinkham &  
Josephine Brundage Pinkham 
Frank C. Pinkham 
Jenny H. Pinkham  
Sibyl Scott Pogue 
S. Thomas Porter 
Dorthe Nolan (Dutch) Rachford  
Dick Reed 
Dale Daniel Reinhold 
Leland Augustus Reinhold 
Ruby Crowley Reinhold 
Marilyn Hart Reynolds  
William Reynolds, Jr.  
Betty Smith Rez 
Myrtis E. Roper  
Kyle Jere Runciman 
Jere Runciman 
Richard Sasuly 
Harvey Sandidge 
Phillip Saurenman  
Merritt Savage 
Stoney Savage 
Helen Aileen Sellars 
Irvin Shiffert  
Elva Slote 
Vern Smith  
Richard Spriggs, Jr. 
Richard L. Spriggs, Sr. 
Wilber Stover 
Roger Suva 
Sol Sweet 
Rolie Turnpin  
Tom Tutress 
Dr. Frank Voelz 
Rebecca Voelz 
Stanley Van Voorhees 
Bob & Muriel Barton  
Olive Mixter Ware & Bert Ware 
Emma Davis Welch 
Walter & Mary Wells  
Earl Whitendale  
Dick Whitney  
Jim Whitney  
John C. Willard  
Bernadine S. Wollenman 
Joe Wollenman 
John A. Wollenman  
Letta Jean Dalgleish Wotton 
Everett Wood 
Gordon Wood 
Josephine Wood 
Donna Merrow Wright  
Diane Dixon Yates 
Fred Zurcher 



 

 

MINERAL KING PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
    MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 
 Date:________________ 20____ 

 

 Membership Name :____________________________________________________________________  

 

 Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 City: _________________________________________  State: _________    Zip Code _________________ 

 

 Telephone (    )________________________   E-Mail ____________________________________________ 

 

 Family (Spouse and Minor Children):  ________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Type                          (  ) Send Membership Card 

 

 _____   Student (with ID) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   10.00 

 _____   Individual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $   15.00 

 _____   Couple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $   25.00 

 _____   Family (Spouse and Minor Children) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .$   40.00 

 _____   Life ï Individual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 250.00 

 _____   Life ïCouple  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 400.00 

 _____   Corporate Sponsor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ ___________ 

 Preservation Projects Donation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ ___________ 

 Other Donation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ ___________ 
 Memorial Donation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $____________ 

In Memory of: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Family Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________  State: _________    Zip Code ________________________ 

 

Donorôs Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________  State: _________    Zip Code ________________________ 

 

              Total Remittance        $___________ 
 

 Potential Member Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 MailingAddress_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 City: ___________________________________  State: _________    Zip Code __________________________ 
 
 Telephone (    )_______________________________E-Mail _________________________________________ 

 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  MKPS, P.O. Box 286.  Exeter, CA 93221 

FOR INFORMATION CALL:  Stuart Hendricks, President  (559)636-3523 

 

Contributions are tax deductible under 501(c)(3) IRS. ID#77-0174309 

 
 


